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Welcome and Introductions
Commission Chair Cubbage welcomed all attendees to the Commission
meeting. Commissioners introduced themselves.

Approval of September 16, 2020 minutes
No corrections were made to the minutes. Minutes were approved.

Colorado Suicide Death Reporting

Sarah Brummett, Colorado Suicide Prevention Director, presented on suicide death reporting
and data collection in Colorado. Their coroner system is decentralized so they created a
Suicide Investigation Form to ensure data and reporting is congruent between counties. The
form includes specific sections on information gaps for sexual orientation/ gender identity,
military service history, firearm information, and postvention resources to better collect
relevant data on suicide risk and inform prevention efforts.

Governor’s Challenge Updates

Commissioner Burl provided updates on the Governor’s Challenge. Maryland’s Commitment to
Veterans/ BHA and Maryland’s Veterans Affairs are working to develop a Comprehensive
veteran Suicide Prevention Plan, which is part of SB521 signed into law in 2019 that requires
the first portion of the plan to be presented to the Governor’s Office and General Assembly by
July 1, 2021. The Governor’s Challenge has also launched the “Ask the Question” campaign to
build awareness within health care and related services on the importance of asking,, “Have you
or a loved one ever served in the military?”.

Suicide Surveillance

Commissioner Cubbage shared information on the recent development of the Suicide
Surveillance Team to identify trends, cluster and possible intervention to mitigate deaths by
suicide. The team will focus on how to mitigate factors that have increased suicide risk due to
COVID-19. BHA is determining if a press release would be appropriate to inform current
suicide rates in Maryland.

Membership Changes
Commissioner Powell will be stepping down from the Commission as of December |, 2020.

Workgroup Discussion
Commissioner Cubbage discussed the 3 workgroups that are active and identified that the
Training workgroup is duplicative of the Suicide Prevention Office which provides regular
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ongoing trainings. Suicide Prevention Office is in the process of building a website to provide
online-modules, recorded webinars and CEU’s for all content. The Commission discussed how
to determine if the workgroups should be continued or if we should end any of the
workgroups. There was agreement that the workgroups should be aligned with the objectives
of the State Plan and identify how to collaborate with other resources to achieve priorities.
This requires further discussion, and the Commission needs to review commission objectives,
commission’s role and what tasks the state office can appropriately manage.

2021 Meeting Schedule

The bi-monthly meeting schedule was shared with all commissioners. Meetings will continue to
be held virtually via Zoom.

Open Discussion

Commissioner Eckardt provided a legislative update on suicide prevention and health legislation.
Commissioner Macri shared that the Asian American Inter-Community Services received a
grant from the Community Health Resources Association to engage peer health workers.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:54 pm.



